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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PPOR, OVIP (OBASANJO, OLUSEGUN), NI, US 
SUBJECT: INVITATION TO OBASANJO TO VISIT THE U.S. 

REF: STATE 117997 

WHILE WE HAVE NO OBJECTION TO PROPOSAL THAT SENIOR U.S. 

OPFICIAL VISIT LAGOS TO DELIVER PRESIDENT'S INVITATION TO OBASANJO, 
PARTICULARLY IP THERE IS SOMEONE WHO HAS BEEN PLANNING VISIT 
NIGERIA SOON ANYWAY, WE DO NOT BELIEVE SPECIAL EMISSARY IS 
NECESSARY. WE ARE NOT PERSUADED BY THE LOGIC OP GARBA'S 
SUGGESTION THAT DELIVERY BY A SPECIAL EMISSARY WOULD SOMEHOW 
HELP OVERCOME THE OBJECTION THAT OBASANJO OUGHT FIRST TO VISIT 
CERTAIN APRICAN COUNTRIES. GARBA’S CONCERN MAY STEM FROM 
ALLEGATIONS THAT THE PMG (I.E. GARBA AND OBASANJO) IS BECOMING 
TOO CLOSELY IDENTIPIED WITH THE U.S. (LAGOS 5800). A SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE WOULD UNDERSCORE THE IMPORTANCE WE ATTACH TO 
THE VISIT BUT WOULD NOT LIKELY DISARM THOSE CHARGING OVER- 
IDENTIPICATION. 
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